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1 . E] This communication is responsive to amendment filed 4/29/2004 , 

2. (2 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-3 and 5-17 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 21 July 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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5. (amended) An explosion-proof hot water heater as claimed in claim^J, wherein 
said support base is provided with venting apertures thereabout to cool said sealed bottom 
wall. 

6. (amended) An explosion-proof hot water heater as claimed in claim^J. wherein the 
distance between said gas sensing element and said air intake openings provides an 
approximate time delay of two minutes for said explosive vapour to rise to said intake 
openings. 

7. (original) An explosion-proof hot water heater as claimed in claim 2 wherein said 
air passage means comprises a circumferential air deflecting wall spaced inwardly of said 
outer skin casing adjacent said air intake openings for directing air aspired .by said burner 
downwardly towards said sealed bottom wall and then through passage means disposed 
spaced adjacent said combustion air intake ports. 

8. (original) An explosion-proof hot water heater as claimed in claim 7 wherein said 
air deflecting wall has a curved top portion defining an outer circumferential outer edge 
dimensioned to abut against an inner surface of a bottom portion of said outer skin casing. 

9. (original) An explosion-proof hot water heater as claimed in claim 8 wherein said 
air deflecting wall has a straight bottom portion defining a lower circumferential edge 
adapted to rest on said sealed bottom wall, and openings disposed about said straight 
bottom portion adjacent said lower circumferential edge and consisting said passage 
means. 

10. (original) An explosion-proof hot water heater as claimed in claim 9 wherein a 
circumferential spacing means is secured to said straight bottom portion and disposed 
above said openings and extends between said straight bottom portion and said 
circumferential side wall of said combustion chamber, and a fireproof thermal insulation 
jacket, said air deflecting wall and said side wall of said combustion chamber, said 
insulation jacket having air passages aligned with said openings of said straight bottom 
portion of said air deflecting wall. 

1 1 . (original) An explosion-proof hot water heater as claimed in claim 1 wherein said 
circumferential side wall of said combustion chamber is constituted by a steel cylinder 



